


Cross Country Flying and Conspicuity

Hang Gliders, and especially in recent years, Paragliders no longer stay where they are expected to be!  

Flying Cross Country is now a regular practice in Ireland.  The weather may not be as suitable as the 
Alps, and we don’t have as many pilots as the French, but we make up for that with enthusiasm and get 
out to fly whenever the forecast looks remotely hopeful!

This is where you might find us, and how to avoid us…



Reports from IHPA Paraglider and Hang Glider pilots during the last 4 weeks – late April – May 2025

• Report 1- Helicopter Mt Leinster

“On 29th April a helicopter flew into the area I had been flying a few minutes earlier at the SE Bowl. Look 
like private helicopter. Grey in colour.”

• Report 2- Helicopter Mt Leinster

“Same thing happened to me at the SE Bowl two weeks prior on the 11th April. Around the same time of 
day (3.30 ish) I cannot confirm if it was the same helicopter

Very suddenly it comes over the saddle at the SE bowl and it’s on you”

But, as more glider pilots are flying and the Irish economy begins to return to pre 2008 levels, there are 
more people sharing the air (not to mention the Drones…)



• Report 3- 

Survey Aircraft and Paraglider close-pass
This was 2 pilots who both knew the  other 
was in the area so were keeping an eye 
out!  

We have 2 way communication on a near 
daily basis with the flight crew of this 
aircraft, but it shows how  short the time is 
between spotting a paraglider which you 
are looking out for and the time available 
for avoidance.

The Survey aircraft posts flight plans to the 
appropriate Free-Flight WhatsApp Group 
and 2-way communications take place, 
but this video demonstrates how difficult it 
is for pilots to see and avoid until very 
close, even when aware and looking out.  
(filmed with a wide-angle lens – the plane 
shadow shows how close the encounter 
was!)



• Report 4- 

4th May 2025

“Just had proper near miss 
with a 172;over 
cahetbarnagh.....flew straight 
over me”



• Report 5-

“The day we all flew from leinster  and Rafal 
making 295km I was flying over Tullamore. There 
was a helicopter in one of the football fields. He 
took off right below me. Not sure if he did see me 
but luckily there was no conflict between us. I 
think the traffic separation concern need to be 
raised between general aviation

I always fly with safe sky app and Flarm running. 
There is an option on xc track to send location to 
safe sky app too.”



• Report 6

• Coastguard Helicopter carrying out 
exercises over Lough Dearg departed 
passing directly in front of paraglider 
launch at Arra Mountain as pilots were 
preparing to fly.  

• Helicopter had no e-conspicuity in 
operation (not visible on any tracking 
such as FlightRadar24 or SafeSky) so 
presumably had transponder turned 
off.  

• Shannon ATC were called and asked to 
inform heli crew that if they returned 
they should be aware of paragliders in 
the air.  

• Shannon ATC were unaware of the 
helicopter’s operation (in Class G 
airspace so flying VFR)  

• The large extent of the Shannon CTA 
encourages GA and rotorcraft to fly low, 
at precisely the height that HG & PG are 
flying.



Google Earth view of Mt Leinster 

Same view with paraglider & hang 
glider GPS tracks overlaid 

Where might you meet gliders?



Fight tracks 
of paragliders 
from one 
launch at Mt 
Leinster on a 
‘Good Day’ 
this year         
May 2025



Flight altitude of a 
paraglider on a 
‘Good Day’.  
 (1797metres AMSL 
in Class G over 
Glengarriff)

The orange 
SKYTRAXX 
GPS/variometer 
instrument includes 
FLARM/FANET            



Gliders can be 
hard to spot, even 
in the best 
conditions



Many e-conspicuity systems are available at little or 
no cost.  SafeSky is free and runs on Apple or Android 
phones/tablets for real-time use in flight.



Puretrack website/app 
• Puretrack receives most tracking data, Phone trackers, 

FLARM, OGN, ADS-B and Transponder to provide a 
simple ‘one page for everything’ display of all 
consolidated tracking daa, with the added advantage 
that FLARM or ADS-B etc registered IDs can be 
displayed as a name.

• Individual tracker IDs can be selected to follow as in 
this case

• This Live Tracking is from a phone flying app feeding 
real-time GNSS and Barometric data.



A software FLARM can cost between €30-
€70 and a bit of time to set it up

Software FLARM 
costing €30 - €70



Modern flying instruments display Airspace and 
can also transmit/display FLARM and ADS-L data



ADS-L the 
new EASA 

e-conspicuity 
standard



U-Space: 
the need for electronic conspicuity



Summary:

• At present IHPA hang glider and paraglider pilots fly extensively in 
Class G airspace following VFR.

• These pilots use e-conspicuity beacons: FLARM/FANET, GSM 
based tracking and by next year, ADS-L

• At present in Ireland most GA and rotorcraft do not seem to use 
electronic anti-collision systems (unlike the case in most EU 
states) which greatly increases the likelihood of a collision at 
some point.



• U-Space will require all GA and rotorcraft to use e-conspicuity 

• Encouragement to GA and rotorcraft to start using e-conspicuity / anti 
collision will make Irish skies safer and ensure that Ireland is ready for 
full U-Space implementation

• IHPA members are currently ahead of most GA in Ireland in preparing 
for this implementation

• Systems such as GSM / phone apps, ADS-L and FLARM are cheap or 
free, already available and meet the requirements of U-Space without 
placing an increased burden on ATC traffic management



Of course, 
sometimes 
Paragliders 
are easier to 
spot…



Links:

• FLARM: https://www.flarm.com/en/
• SafeSky: https://www.safesky.app
• FlightRadar24: https://www.flightradar24.com/53.35,-6.24/6
• GA & Glider Live Tracking: https://puretrack.io
• Software (cheap!) FLARM: https://github.com/moshe-

braner/SoftRF?tab=readme-ov-file
• ADS-L https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/the-

agency/faqs/automatic-dependent-surveillance-light-ads-l
• U-Space: https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/what-u-space
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The End!

The End
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